Theme 2012 MERCY – Continentals
By Leen La Rivière

The importance of FAITH (theme 2010), brings us to TRUST (theme 2011). The relevance comes from MERCY. We can have faith, we really can trust, because God is THE MERCIFUL. (other word for mercy is GRACE)
FIRST WHY(points 1,2,3)
1. And we need Gods mercy, grace to get out, to break from, to clean us from our sins.

· John 1: 29: “Look, the lamb of God (Jesus), who takes away the sin of the world”

· Rom.6: 17, 18: “But thanks be to God (MERCY) that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness”
· 1 Cor.15:3: “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Peter 2:24)

· Gal.1:3-5: “Grace(MERCY) and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, to rescue us from the present evil age, according the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen”

· 1 John 1: 7: “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sins”
· STUDY: how do YOU know your sins are forgiven and you walk the path of Jesus?
2. What is ‘sin’? 
Somebody explained as: “failing to reach/realise the real purpose/goal”. And this is visible in transgressions, wickedness, to neglect divine rules (like the 10 commandments), so we commit sins (do wrong).

· Rom.6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift(MERCY) of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”

· STUDY: do you really know/experience this?

3. JESUS is the INCARNATION of mercy/grace.

· John 1:14-17: “The Word became flesh(=Jesus Christ) and made his dwelling among us (you find his life described in the 4 gospels). We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace(MERCY) and truth (that is Jesus). From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was give through Moses, grace(MERCY) and truth came through Jesus Christ” 
· STUDY: can you testify this too?
MERCY HAS A PURPOSE FOR YOU, PERSONALLY

4. Now, He comes and lives IN us, shares abundently His MERCY/Grace IN us, so we TOO start practicing/doing, living out MERCY/grace to others!
· Eph.2:4-10: “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in MERCY, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised US up with Christ and seated US with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace(MERCY), expressed in his kindness to US in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace(MERCY) you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is a gift (MERCY/GRACE) of God – not by works (all good things that you do), so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works (=acts of mercy), which God prepared in advance for us to do”(So yes, there is a lot of good things for you to do, rightfull things; you find what to do described in Matthew 25:34-40)
· STUDY: Can you describe how you discovered that you were a sinner and were saved by Jesus, so can you describe your experience of mercy? 
· STUDY: can you describe where YOU were an example of mercy to somebody else? What was the result? 
AND BECAUSE OF MERCY, YOU HAVE A DESTINITY TO REACH OUT(point 5,6,7)

5. Jesus mercy and message: Gods kingdom is for ALL persons, nations, tribes, social class. His meaning is INCLUSIVE and not exclusive (only for a small groups selected persons).
Jesus never turned anybody away. Just read the gospels, you will see that He was good friends with prostitutes, thieves (tax collectors were ordinary thieves in those days) and any other sinners, unclean people, etc 
STUDY: find those examples in the gospels). For sure He did NOT agree with their sins, but said: ‘Come follow me’. And slowly transformation took place. The ‘sinners’ started to do the right and good things. They became the real salt and light, true disciples, finally the apostles and missionairies of the early church. 
STUDY: find examples in the book of Acts
6. Jesus mercy and message is for all of creation.
·  Rom.8:19-22: “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed….we know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time”

· Rom.1:20: “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made”

God loved the world, all of creation so much, that He has sent Jesus. As his disciples we too should care for the world, God’s creation. God’s creation waits on our actions to ‘deliver’ it from decay. 
STUDY: what do you do to help delivering/setting free God’s creation?
7. Jesus showed clear mercy for ‘foreigners’…others.

Populist ideology is: to keep all blessings for yourself, your group. Do not share with others, especially not migrants, or persons from another religion. It is interesting to see how Jesus cared for a widow from Sidon/Tyre (that was abroad), or a Roman captain, or Samaritans (the Samaritan woman; the Samaritans had absolutely the wrong interpretation of the faith for a Jew). Later you see in Acts, that salvation and the baptism of the Holy Spirit is as well for the gentiles. 
STUDY: find examples about Jesus and the apostles that they crossed the frontiers of race, faith, social class, superstition, etc; 
STUDY: mention for yourself where YOU followed the example of Jesus and apostles to cross the frontiers of  race, social class, religion, minorities, etc
Another word for mercy, is COMPASSION.
8. Mercy, compassion is what you really do, are
“Who you teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth (to the temple/God) of even spices, but you have neglected the more important matters of the law – justice, compassion(mercy) and faithfulness” (Jesus in Math.23:23) This verse explains that you can be totally correct from point of view of the laws of Moses, but miss the essential totally, as the attitude of compassion is more important to God, quite a lesson for legalistic Christians. Jesus says that as well on another place (Math 9:13): “I desire compassion(mercy) not sacrifice(of animals in the temple to get forgiveness of your sins)”. And compassion is what you really DO! So it is an attitude and action. Jesus puts that together in the extreme important summarization of all teachings: “Love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind, love your neighbour as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” (Math.22:27-40)
STUDY: where, how, why did you put mercy, compassion in action?
